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Basic Content of the Course

Core Texts

· Personal essays by a variety of authors, including Orwell, Gopnik, Quammen, Rodriguez, Suleri, Woolf.

· Poetry:  We will read a variety of authors from a variety of time periods, to give you a sense of the chronology of poetic history.  You will then choose a poet to study in depth, reading at least 50 or his or her poems, and writing a series of one-page papers on different poems, and one ten-page paper on a single poem.

· Brief reading of a few creative pieces in order to prepare for writing a Heintzelman.

· Pride and Prejudice by Austen, and possibly some other humorists and satirists.

· Hamlet by William Shakespeare

· Beloved by Toni Morrison

· Unbearable Lightness of Being by Milan Kundera

· “The Metamorphosis” by Franz Kafka
· (Mrs. Dalloway by Virginia Woolf)
Work you should expect
1. Compositions of every kind, about every week and a half.

2. Reading about 35 pages per class night.

3. Reading quizzes, group work, short responses to questions, projects
4. Outside reading, due about once a month.  Very often you will answer an AP 

question on your outside reading.

5. Taking the Advanced Placement Exam or some counterpart in May.

Essays
Please submit all papers to me electronically.  If you have an internet problem, print a copy and bring it in just to be safe and then send me the paper from a school computer. Your grades will be posted on Engrade.  As a general rule, you should check in about once a week.  If you feel that a grade is wrong, come see me about it within a week.  Do not wait until the end of the term to comb through your grades(—cause that’ll happen in this class...)
J-block

I post my schedule on the door so you can see when I have free blocks and where I might have a study to proctor.  My j-blocks are _____________ and ______________, and I have a sign up board for those days.  

Here’s how j-blocks will work:  For five to ten minutes up front, I will answer any “really quick questions.”  I can tell you today’s homework, give you a handout from today’s class, or tackle any small thirty-second problem.  If my computer is on, I can tell you your grade or print a progress report.  I will not discuss revisions of papers or ideas about papers or problems in papers.  I will not provide you with the work you missed last week.  These are not “really quick questions.”  

After that, I’ll start with the sign-up list.  While you may certainly drop by unannounced, I will give priority to people who have made appointments.
Global Citizenship Class Rubric

	Honors
	 
	Just Begins
	Approaches
	Meets
	Exceeds

	How you behave
	Sometimes needs to be reminded to get materials ready

Mostly takes notes in class

 
	Usually has materials out and ready at start of class

Usually takes notes in class

When given the option, always works with the same few people
	Always has materials out and ready at start of class

Always takes notes in class

At times, works with a variety of people to work with during class
	Always has materials out and ready at start of class

Actively takes notes in class—these notes include both what is on the board and what the teacher says

Actively seeks out a variety of people to work with during class
	Always has materials out and ready at start of class

Actively takes notes in class—these notes include what is on the board & what teacher & peers say

Actively seeks out a variety of people to work with during class

	How you listen
	Sometimes not listening
	Usually listens to teacher; may not always listen to peers
	Regularly listens to peers and teacher
	Always listens to peers and teachers
	Not only listens, but exhibits “active listening” that encourages discussion

	How you speak
	Sporadic participation at best
	Participates somewhat regularly but rarely in ways that further discussion.  (May repeat answers already given, or pull discussion back to an earlier point.)
	Participates regularly and takes some risks

May or may not incorporate/ address peers
	Participation is regular and

advances discussion by asking real questions, breaking down key ideas, and/or synthesizing various perspectives
	Participation consistently

advances discussion by asking real questions, breaking down key ideas, and/or synthesizing various perspectives

	How you collaborate
	Inhibits the collaboration of the group. 
	Collaborates in a respectful manner, participates as needed. Mostly completes tasks when assigned by group members.
	Collaborates in a respectful manner, encourages others to participate and may have a sense of one’s own impact on the community. Mostly follows. Completes tasks when assigned by group members.
	Collaborates consistently in a respectful manner, encourages others to participate and reflects on one’s own impact on the community. Knows when to lead and follow. Completes tasks when assigned by group members.
	Collaborates consistently in a respectful manner, helps others participate by sharing knowledge expertise. Reflects on one’s own impact on the community. Knows when to lead and follow. Encourages others to complete tasks through clarification or communication


