Sentences & Comma Rules

SIMPLE RULES

1)
Commas in Series—if two or more items appear in a series, a comma should separate them

· I told Nick, Alina, Jana, and Henrik to be at school early.

2)
After Introductory Elements
· Well, I never said that to anyone.  &  Yes, that’s what I meant.

3)
After  More than Two Introductory Prepositional Phrases
· Near the small stream by the tallest mountain in the park, you will find a cabin.

SENTENCE and PHRASE RULES

1)      Appositives—a phrase renaming a noun

 Mr. Felt, a friend of mine, lead the conspiracy against me.

2) Interrupting phrases
 Good students, in my opinion, would have turned on Mr. Felt and defended me.

3) The compound sentence—(S+V) , Conj (S+V).  

 The discussion on the novel has been excellent, and I have been impressed.

 The loud boy in the back is quiet, but the other one is still heckling her.
4) Nonessential Clauses
 Mr. Golding, who believed Mr. Felt, was pelted by water balloons.

 I was exhausted, which hindered my decision-making skills.

5) The complex sentence/ Adverb Clause—uses a subordinating conjunction to combine an independent and dependent clause and follows two basic patterns: SC + (S + V) , (S + V).   or  (S+V) SC (S+V).

 Because cats are so frightening, we will never buy kittens.

 We will never buy kittens because cats are so frightening.

Some subordinating conjunctions: 
after, although, as, as if, as long as, as though, because, before, even though, if, in order that, provided that, since, so that, than, though, unless, until, when, whenever, where, wherever, whether, while

Coordinating conjunctions: 
and, so, but, yet, or, nor, for (FANBOYS)
SOME PRACTICE…

Add and subtract punctuation in the text below.  Whenever you make a change, write the rule number from the previous page.
Even though I had never seen anything like it before I was able to guess what it was.  I had read hundreds of grammar book exercises describing it and they had done a remarkably good job.  Yes the creature that I was looking at was none other than a duck-billed platypus.  When I first saw it it was lying on a rock, it looked happy there in the warm sun.  The water from the nearby stream was burbling up onto the rock and it looked like it was cooling the platypus off.  The sunlight was dancing on the rocks the branches and the leaves creating a lovely scene.  Though I could not be certain the platypus seemed very happy because it had found such a nice place to rest.  It was at least in my view a perfect moment of platypus bliss.

