The Dash

Somewhere along the line, someone decided that using this form of punctuation makes you stylish, bold and gallant.  The dash should be used for three main purposes:

· to indicate an abrupt change or break in thought

· to set off a series of appositives

· to mean namely, in other words or that is
*  on occasion it can also be used for special emphasis, but this usage is rare 

Ex:  Let’s make the call now—no, I take that back.

Ex:  The performers—jugglers, dancers, and singers—were all awaiting the decision.

Ex:  I had no real chance—the decision had been made for me.

*Ex:  After the avalanche the dogs located the eight buried skiers—alive—in two hours.

When needed, add dashes to help clarify these sentences.

1.  He might if I have anything to say about it change his mind.

2.  I spoke to James Stetter our most reliable group member about the plans we were making.

3.  A variety of painters Chagall, Kandinsky, Macke and Hopper were featured in the new twentieth century art exhibit.

4.  My friend Dave have you met him? is a huge fan of the team.

5.  My very favorite books, Song of Solomon, To Kill a Mockingbird, Wuthering Heights, all feature memorable plots, but also give you something to think about.

6.  There was no way to save him my hamster was doomed.

7.  The man driving the wrong way down the one-way street was obviously confused.  

8.  Paul that’s his car over there is a favorite with the coach.

9.  Steven, a wonderful singer, is planning to audition for the main role in the upcoming school play, West Side Story.
10.  You all should feel free I’ll get the door! to make yourselves at home.

