A “How To” Overview
· Define a topic of interest:  women in athletics; women in positions of power; men in feminism…

· Read from a variety of sources: Slate, Salon, Jezebel, The New Republic, Atlantic, The Economist, The New Yorker, newspapers… 

·  Talk to your group and create a focal question for the question

· Read a ton about this

· Put the issue in some global perspective

· Collect data from South: interviews, surveys, tallies, data…

· Build a powerpoint that is visual—find images that explain your ideas, videos that we can discuss, use charts and graphs but also use actual pictures 

 Each day we meet to work on this project…

1. Prepare before class.  This means…

a. Read and post a link to two articles the night before class.

b. Annotate the link.

i. After the hyperlink, write a 1-2 sentence summary of the content.  Then write a 1-2 sentence recap of highlight: what were the two or three most interesting facts/ideas in the article?

2. In class, meet as a group.  Share the articles you found.  If you doubled up (i.e. more than one of you had the same article), go online and read and add new articles.

3. Start a powerpoint now.  You may not use all of this, but each session, collect and group facts from the articles.  What is the most interesting and convincing evidence you have?  Add at least two potential slides during each class.

a.   Look up counterfacts/arguments whenever possible.  What is the other side of this issue?

4. Consider how this is an issue at South.  How does your issue fit into our every day school life?  What sort of in school research should you do?  Who should you talk to?  What should you count? 

	
	EXCEEDS
	MEETS
	APPROACHES

	Audience Engagement
	A clear and interactive connection to the audience; questions are precise and thought provoking
	An effort to connect to the audience (perhaps a question or two; time for questions at the end)
	Little effort made to connect to the audience

	Content
	Multiple sources present and cited; multiple perspectives on the issue; balance of global, local, & personal
	Multiple sources present and cited; some global, local, &/or personal
	Multiple sources present and cited

	Preparation/
Organization
	Logical sequence

Clear transitions

Relevant research

Excellent teamwork


	Clear plan

Some relevant research

Mostly smooth transitions

Pretty good teamwork
	Confusing sequence

Awkward transitions

Little obvious planning 

Minimal relevant research

Lack of teamwork

	Presentation
	No awkward pauses

Clear, professional language

Excellent poise, and body language

Excellent pace
	Few awkward pauses

Mostly professional language

Effort at poise

Appropriate hand body language

Adequate pace
	Awkward pauses

Some casual language

Inappropriate poise and body language

Clear discomfort

Inadequate pace

	Materials/
Visuals/Prop
	Props/materials are memorable & cement message;  
Powerpoint shifts evenly between information and entertainment
	May have props/materials that enhance; 
Powerpoint has some visual appeal (may have some slides with too much text, but not all of them)
	Limited relevant and appropriate materials

Irrelevant or poorly executed PP

	Response to 
Audience
	Can respond thoroughly and accurately

Manages discussion effectively

	Can respond to most relevant comments and questions

Manages discussion with some hesitation.
	Has difficulty responding to questions and comments.

Does not manage discussion well


