Questions on Chapter One of The Great Gatsby
1. How do Daisy, Tom and Nick know one another?   

2. (Challenge) List things, from anywhere in the chapter, that show Tom and Daisy’s wealth.  

3. Write two adjectives that Fitzgerald uses to describe Tom.    Give the page numbers.

4. On the back of this sheet, draw a picture of Daisy and her friend (who later turns out to be Jordan Baker) as they lie on the couch when Nick first sees them. (pages 12-13)  

5. Write two adjectives that Fitzgerald uses to describe Daisy.​​​​​  Give the page numbers.

6. What feature of Daisy is most attractive, or “thrilling” as Nick says? (page 13)

7. In what context do we first hear Gatsby’s name spoken by another character?   (page 15).

8. How did Daisy’s finger get hurt? (page 16)  

9. (Challenge) What is implied about the nature of Daisy and Tom’s relationship by the finger incident?   

10. What book has Tom read and how has it affected him?  (page 17).  

11. (Challenge).  What is the tone of the way Daisy talks to Tom during the conversation about the book?  Give evidence from the text to support your answer.   

12. What interrupts the dinner?  (page 18).

13. What is Jordan Baker’s explanation for the interruption? (page 19)  

14. What story does Daisy tell Nick to illustrate that she’s “had a very bad time. . .”? (page 21)

15.(Challenge) After Daisy tells Nick her story, Nick tells us, “the instant her voice broke off, ceasing to compel my attention, my belief, I felt the basic insincerity of what she had said.”  What does he mean, do you think?  

16.  Who is Jordan Baker, and why might Nick have seen her before?    

(page 23)

17.  (Challenge) Say, in your own words, what Nick’s reaction to the evening has been.   (pages 24-25)

18.What is Gatsby doing the first time Nick sees him?   
More Challenge Questions

1. What university is in New Haven?

2. When did the Great War take place?

3. What does it mean to “reserve judgments”? (page 1)

4. What, exactly, is a “second cousin once removed”?

