 Reading Questions on Gatsby Chapter 7

1.   Nick says, “. . .the general opinion in the village was that the new people weren’t servants at all.”  Given what you have read so far, what might the new people be?

2. Why does Fitzgerald make so much of the fact that the lunch party takes place on a hot day?  How might this be symbolic?

3. (Challenge)    Describe the moment when Tom finally understands that Gatsby and Daisy are having an affair.  How does he figure it out?

4. IMPORTANT QUESTION  What is Daisy’s voice full of, and what does that imply about the nature of Gatsby’s unending desire for her?

5. On the ride into New York, who is riding in which car, and why do they end up in these cars?

6. Challenge:   Why do you think Tom offers to sell Gatsby’s car to Wilson?

7. What startling news does Wilson tell Tom when they stop for gas?

8.   Why is Myrtle looking “with jealous terror” out of the window of the upstairs room of the garage? Look carefully.  This is important to understand.
9. During the argument at the Plaza Hotel, what does Gatsby do that makes Nick want “to get up and slap him on the back”?  Why does Nick feel this way?

10. (Challenge)  Does Daisy really know what love is?  Whom does she really love?

11. In what way is each of the major characters involved in the tragedy that occurs at the end of this chapter?  You should have at least a sentence for each character, including Nick.  Alternatively, you may draw a diagram.
12. Challenge:  Explain what Nick means when he says, “. . .suddenly I guessed at the truth”?

Challenge Questions

Write a clear, correct paragraph in response to each of these questions.

1.  Based on what Nick observes at the end of the chapter of Daisy, Tom and Gatsby, suggest what might happen next.  Use quotations to support your suggestion. If you already know the ending, then analyze what you see here that foreshadows it.

2.  In what way is Gatsby “watching over nothing” at the end of the chapter?

