Gatsby Chapter 8 Reading Questions

1. (Challenge)  At the beginning of the chapter, the story is interrupted at its most dramatic point.  What is the author’s purpose in breaking the story here?
2. What has prompted Gatsby to talk freely to Nick now, when he was unwilling to do so in the past?
3. What further information do we learn about Gatsby in the flashback?  Be sure to add this to your flashback sheet.
4. As Nick leaves Gatsby the morning after the accident, he remarks, “They’re a rotten crowd.”  List the people that “they” refers to.  
5. Why are these people “rotten”?

6. What is the compliment that Nick plays to Gatsby?  Why does he feel the need to commend Gatsby?

7. Explain what Gatsby does that final day, and what Wilson does.  You may draw a picture or diagram if you prefer.

8. (Challenge) What does Fitzgerald mean by, “. . . the holocaust was complete.”?
9.  Challenge:  What might be the significance of “the eyes of Doctor T.J. Eckelburg” to the novel as a whole?
