How To Get a College Rec from Mr. Golding (or anyone else, really)
1. Ask nicely. Make time outside of class.  Don’t talk about how your mom or your guidance counselor told you to do this.

2. After we’ve talked, email me answers to these questions.  Be honest.  If one doesn’t apply, skip it.  Use specific, concrete details.

a. What was your proudest accomplishment in English class this year?

b. How would you describe your day-to-day contributions to class?  Give an example.

c. What is something about this past year that I might not know about you but maybe should?

d. If you know this, what do you think I can say about you that you cannot say elsewhere in the application?  (Colleges have your list of clubs, your grades, your personal essay…what key aspect of you do you think they won’t know from these?)

e. What is the one school you really want to get in to?

3. Email me a copy of a paper that you wrote, preferably one with my comments.  Consider attaching a note about why you are giving me this particular paper.

4. In early September, send me an email checking in about the letter.  

5. Later in the fall, send an email with the information I need to check into Naviance.  Then, come by and check in with me personally just to see how the process is going.  You may feel frantic and uptight, but don’t let that show.  Be nice.  

a. Remember that I still work a fulltime job and I have deadlines too.  I probably won’t write a letter long before the deadline just to make you feel better.

6. After you get in, come by and tell me about it.  Where are you in?  Where are you going to go?

