Types of Questions

While there are probably dozens of types of questions, there are three really common ones in most English literature classes, so they are helpful to know.  Here they are…

Factual Questions: ask questions that have clear, right answers.  Though once in a while, you might have to make an obvious inference, usually, you can answer these just by pointing to one passage. 


Ex:  
What do the guards see while on duty?  

Where did Hamlet go to school?  

How old is Hamlet?

Interpretive/Analytical Questions:  ask you to explain the meaning of the story.  Unlike syntopical questions, they ask you to look into the story, rather than out of it.  Unlike factual questions, you can almost never find the answer on a single page; you need to look at many aspects of the text.  They usually lead to more questions.  They can also be very hard to write.


Ex:  
Why does Fortinbras get the final words of the play?




(Are his last lines ridiculing Hamlet, or is this sincere praise?




( If he is ridiculing him, does that mean we are supposed to see 

Hamlet as a fool and a failure?

( If he is sincere, does that mean Hamlet should be seen as a 

success?

Is Hamlet really mad in this scene, or is he putting on a show?



(If he is mad, what exactly has caused it?

(If it is for show, is the Shakespeare revealing that he is heartless?



Why does the author choose/have…

Syntopical Questions: ask you to make connections outside the text—to an author’s life, your own life, another book, a poem.  


Ex:  
In what ways is Hamlet like any young person today?



Compare Hamlet to Pip.  

