Senior Paper

This is a 10-page paper that is intended to be a final reflection on your years at South.  The format of the paper is largely up to you, but you must accomplish the objectives below.  Tell the story or stories that defined you over the last four years.  These stories may come from your family life, your schooling, your hobbies, your extra-curricular activities, your friendships… 

Minimum Requirements:

· 10-pages, 12-font, double-spaced

· A title

· A controlling idea or thesis that provides cohesion to the essay

· You may NOT write a chronological summary of four years.   

· Sentence variety and meticulous proofreading

· Specific and vivid detail, imagery and/or figurative language (show don’t tell!)

· A natural and engaging narrative voice

· An appropriate and thoughtful structure and organization

Some suggestions

· Be creative with the format
· Show the details that you’ll forget*
· Consider ending with a This I Believe essay*
· Check the tips for writing a This I Believe essay (www.thisibelieve.org). 

· Lastly, I’ll accept a graduation speech as part of this paper*
