
1.   Titles 

a. Put quotation marks around smaller works (poems, TV episodes, short stories, songs…)

b. Underline OR italicize larger works (books, movies, TV series, plays, albums…)

2.   Spell Check

3.   Quotation Format
a. Jim says, “That’s true” (18).

b. On page eighteen, Jim says, “That’s true.”

4.   Use the PRESENT TENSE when talking about a text.

a. Correct:  Jerry says, “Hi, Mom.”  Then he rests.

b. Incorrect:  Jerry said, “Hi, Mom.”  Then he rested.

5. The author is referred to by first and last name when you first mention him or her; thereafter, s/he is referred to by his or her last name only.

6. Have a real title for your own paper. 

a. The title of the book cannot be your title 

b. Your title cannot be the book title followed by the word “essay” (e.g. “Romeo & Juliet essay”)

7. Quotation Integration

***You drop two letter grades if you violate one of these.  You may regain the points in revision, but to recover the points, you’ll need to revise the paper completely and not just fix this one issue.”***

The Not So Deadly But Still Supposed To Be Done Right….

Sentences & Comma Rules

This is review.  It is worth looking over because it will be assumed knowledge on all papers. 

SIMPLE RULES

1)
Commas in Series—if two or more items appear in a series, a comma should separate them

· I told David, Steven, Adam, and Paul to be at school early.

2)
After introductory elements
· Well, I never said that to anyone.  &  Yes, that’s what I meant.

3)
After  More than Two Introductory Prepositional Phrases
· Near the small stream by the tallest mountain in the park, you will find a cabin.

SENTENCE LEVEL RULES

1)        The Simple Sentence—a subj. and a verb

 The class plays with water.

2) The compound subject/compound verb
 Mr. Golding and Mr. Felt are still friends today.

 Mr. Felt plotted and conspired with the students.

3) The compound sentence—(S+V) , C (S+V).  

 The discussion on the novel has been excellent, and I have been impressed.

 The loud boy in the back left, but the other one is still heckling.

4) The complex sentence—uses a subordinating conjunction to combine an independent and dependent clause and follows two basic patterns: SC + (S + V) , (S + V).   or  (S+V) SC (S+V).

 Because cats are so frightening, we will never buy kittens.

 We will never buy kittens because cats are so frightening.

5) The Noun Clause Error Sentence—it is wrong in English

 WRONG:   I am trying to tell you, that I cannot be there on time.

 RIGHT:  I am trying to tell you that I cannot be there on time.

6) The Comma Splice/ Run-on—a combination of two simple sentences without a conjunction

 WRONG: I saw him, he was running.

 RIGHT: I saw him, and he was running.

 RIGHT:  I saw him.  He was running.

Some subordinating conjunctions: after, although, as, as if, as long as, as though, because, before, even though, if, in order that, provided that, since, so that, than, though, unless, until, when, whenever, where, wherever, whether, while

Coordinating conjunctions: and, so, but, yet, or, nor, for

