Rhetorical Techniques

Alliteration
The initial consonant sound is usually repeated in two neighboring words (sometimes also in words that are not next to each other). Alliteration draws attention to the phrase and is often used for emphasis.

    *not by the color of their skin, but by the content of their character 

    *for the greater good of 

    * safety and security 

    * share a continent but not a country
Amplification 

Involves repeating a word or expression while adding more detail to it, in order to emphasize what might otherwise be passed over. In other words, amplification allows you to call attention to, emphasize, and expand a word or idea to make sure the reader realizes its importance or centrality in the discussion.

    * In my hunger after ten days of rigorous dieting I saw visions of ice cream--mountains of creamy, luscious ice cream, dripping with gooey syrup and calories.

    * This orchard, this lovely, shady orchard, is the main reason I bought this property.

    * Pride--boundless pride--is the bane of civilization.

    * He showed a rather simple taste, a taste for good art, good food, and good friends.

Anacoluthon: finishing a sentence with a different grammatical structure from that with which it began:
· And then the deep rumble from the explosion began to shake the very bones of--no one had ever felt anything like it.

· Be careful with these two devices because improperly used they can--well, I have cautioned you enough.

Anaphora

The same word or phrase is used to begin successive clauses or sentences. Thus, the reader's / listener's attention is drawn directly to the message of the sentence.

    * Every child must be taught these principles. Every citizen must uphold them. And every immigrant, by embracing these ideals, makes our country more, not less, American.

    * If we had no winter, the spring would not be so pleasant; if we did not sometimes taste of adversity, prosperity would not be so welcome. (Anne Bradstreet)

    * The beginning of wisdom is silence. The second step is listening. (unknown)

    * A man without ambition is dead. A man with ambition but no love is dead. A man with ambition and love for his blessings here on earth is ever so alive. (Pearl Bailey)

Antithesis
Antithesis emphasises the contrast between two ideas. The structure of the phrases / clauses is usually similar in order to draw the reader's / listener's attention directly to the contrast.

    * That's one small step for a man, one giant leap for mankind. (Neil Armstrong)

    * To err is human; to forgive, divine. (Pope)

    * It is easier for a father to have children than for children to have a real father. (Pope)

Diacope: repetition of a word or phrase after an intervening word or phrase as a method of emphasis:
· We will do it, I tell you; we will do it.

· We give thanks to Thee, 0 God, we give thanks . . . . --Psalm 75:1 (NASB)

Epanalepsis 

Repeats the beginning word of a clause or sentence at the end. The beginning and the end are the two positions of strongest emphasis in a sentence, so by having the same word in both places, you call special attention to it:

    * Water alone dug this giant canyon; yes, just plain water.

    * Our eyes saw it, but we could not believe our eyes.

    * The theory sounds all wrong; but if the machine works, we cannot worry about theory.

    * In the world you have tribulation, but take courage; I have overcome the world. --John 16:33

Metaphor

Metaphor compares two different things in a figurative sense. Unlike in a simile (A is like B.), “like” is not used in metaphor (A is B.).

    * Truths are first clouds, then rain, then harvest and food. (Henry Ward Beecher)

    * Through much of the last century, America's faith in freedom and democracy was a rock in a raging sea. Now it is a seed upon the wind, taking root in many nations. 

Parallelism
Successive clauses or sentences are similarly structured. This similarity makes it easier for the reader / listener to concentrate on the message.

    * We are bound by ideals that move us beyond our backgrounds, lift us above our interest, and teach us what it means to be citizens.

    * The mediocre teacher tells, The good teacher explains. The superior teacher demonstrates. The great teacher inspires. (William A. Ward)

    * The mistakes of the fool are known to the world, but not to himself. The mistakes of the wise man are known to himself, but not to the world. (Charles Caleb Colton)

    * Tell me and I forget. Teach me and I may remember. Involve me and I will learn. (Benjamin Franklin)

Procatalepsis

Anticipating an objection and answering it.  This permits an argument to continue moving forward while taking into account points or reasons opposing either the train of thought or its final conclusions. Often the objections are standard ones:

    * It is usually argued at this point that if the government gets out of the mail delivery business, small towns like Podunk will not have any mail service. The answer to this can be found in the history of the Pony Express . . .

* But someone might say that this battle really had no effect on history. Such a statement could arise only from ignoring the effect the battle had on the career of General Bombast, who was later a principal figure at the Battle of the Bulge.

Repetition
Words or phrases are repeated throughout the text to emphasize certain facts or ideas.

    * Down, down, down. Would the fall never come to an end! »I wonder how many miles I've fallen by this time?« she said aloud. […]

      Down, down, down. There was nothing else to do, so Alice soon began talking again. […]

    * America, at its best, matches a commitment to principle with a concern for civility. A civil society demands from each of us good will and respect, fair dealing and forgiveness.

      America, at its best, is also courageous. Our national courage

      America, at its best, is compassionate. In the quiet of American conscience, we know that deep, persistent poverty is unworthy of our nation's promise. 

Scesis Onomaton 

Emphasizes an idea by expressing it in a string of generally synonymous phrases or statements. While it should be used carefully, this deliberate and obvious restatement can be quite effective:

    * We succeeded, we were victorious, we accomplished the feat!

    * Ah sinful nation, a people laden with iniquity, a seed of evildoers, children that deal corruptly. --Isaiah 1:4

    * But there is one thing these glassy-eyed idealists forget: such a scheme would be extremely costly, horrendously expensive, and require a ton of money.

    * Wendy lay there, motionless in a peaceful slumber, very still in the arms of sleep.
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