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Basic Content of the Course

Core Texts

Hamlet

Frankenstein

The Interpreter of Maladies




Reading

I expect that you will read carefully each night.  I also reserve the right to give a short reading quiz after any reading assignment, and I will count these as part of your homework grade.  

In addition to the your nightly assignments, you are expected to read one book outside of class each quarter.

Writing & Notes
· Take notes.  If I write it down, you should too.  Take notes on discussions.  What did other people say?  What did you think about?  What pages did we turn to?

· All papers will be submitted to Turnitin.com. 

· Credit Levels:  At times different credit levels will have different assignments.  At other times, everyone will have the same assignment, but grading standards and/or due dates will be different.

TWO REALLY IMPORTANT POLICIES
· **Re-Writes**: You may rewrite any paper, but you must follow these guidelines.

· Read the comments.  Read all of the comments.  Mark the ones we need to discuss because you don’t understand them.

· If you need to, come conference with me.  Come with a plan.  Assume that we’ll only have five minutes.  What do we need to discuss first?  The conference is your show.  Come ready to discuss your ideas about the paper.

· Rewrite.  Respond to all of the comments in the revision or don’t bother revising.

· If we are working with paper and not turnitin, submit the revision with

· The word “REVISION” handwritten on the top

· The date of resubmission handwritten on the top

· The original paper with my comments on it stapled to the back

· If you do ALL of these things, the new paper will receive a new grade, and I will average the old grade and the new one.  (If the revision is good, I tend to skew the “average” upwards.) 

· When you do not rewrite papers, this is the very first thing I talk about with any parents concerned about grades.  Just thought I should mention that…

· Late papers:  If you need to turn in an assignment after the deadline…

· You should ask me in private, before the paper is actually due.

· If you didn’t do that, you can still turn in a late paper for reduced credit

· Write a brief explanation of why this is late and a recount any conversations we had about this assignment

Grammar

Our grammar curriculum focuses on communication and writing.  In order to improve your writing, I will ask you to focus on the sentence patterns and word choice you employ.  At this point, I assume that you have the vocabulary you need to discuss your writing.  When this is not the case, you should always come to see me j-block.

Grading
I will use the following percentages to compute your quarter grades: 

Writing:  60%
  
Reading:  30%

Participation: 10%

(These are guidelines that are subject to change slightly each quarter.)

Your grades will be posted on Engrade.  As a general rule, you should check in about once a week.  If you feel that a grade is wrong, come see me about it within a week.  Do not wait until the end of the term to comb through your grades.
How the Different Levels Work  

First and foremost, we are one class.  This means that with reading and smaller assignments, everyone will be doing the same work.  I may grade these slightly differently depending on what level of credit you are pursuing.  With formal writing assignments, different levels will often get different questions or may have different requirements for the same question.  I will often use the same grading rubric, but I will have different standards to achieve and “A” depending on the level of credit you are working for.  (For example, all “Meets” might earn an “A” for C2, but it would not earn an “A” for honors credit.) 

Course Requirements and Expectations

Class Behavior

Classrooms need to be safe places for everyone in them.  I try to treat all of you with respect, and I expect you to treat your peers (and your teacher) with respect.  Challenging positions and assertions can be a part of discussion, but personalizing comments is unacceptable and will impede the discussion.

Attendance and Tardiness

Come to class on time and prepared to read, write, discuss, think, and ask questions.  Please be in your seat and ready to begin when the bell rings.  If you are late, come in quietly, find your seat, and see me after class to make sure that I did not mark you absent for the period.  I will enforce the school’s policies on tardiness and lateness, so be sure that you are familiar with the rules in the Student Handbook.

Make-up Work

If you are absent, it is your responsibility to get and complete your missing assignments.  If you know in advance you will be absent (field trip, doctor’s appointment), you should get the assignments before you leave so that you will be caught up for your return to class.  If you are absent, check the folder by the door—I keep extra handouts there.  

Cheating and Plagiarism

Part of an education is learning how to make an effort and being willing to take an occasional risk.  I have great respect for people who have the courage to attempt something difficult, even if their end results are not perfect.  Cheating is not a risk worth taking.  Do not copy words or ideas from a classmate, a parent, a friend, or any other source – I will strictly enforce the school’s rules on plagiarism and cheating.  

Extra Help

I post my schedule on the door so you can see when I have free blocks and where I might have a study to proctor.  My j-blocks are _____________ and ______________, and I have a sign-up board for those days.  

Here’s how j-blocks will work:  For five to ten minutes up front, I will answer any “really quick questions.”  I can tell you today’s homework, give you a handout from today’s class, or tackle any small thirty-second problem.  (Grades or progress reports are available if I have time at the end of j-block.)  I will not discuss revisions of papers or ideas about papers or problems in papers.  I will not provide you with the work you missed last week.  These are not “really quick questions.”  

After that, I’ll start with the sign-up list.  While you may certainly drop by unannounced, I will give priority to people who have made appointments.  I’m also going to use an automatic roll-over:  anyone who waits around on Wednesday moves to the head of the line on Thursday.  You’ll probably need to remind me.

Class Participation

When I picture a perfect class, it involves me walking into the room and seeing that the students are already discussing last night’s reading.  I stand and watch as everyone contributes to the exchange of ideas.  I may chime in here or there, but I mostly watch what is transpiring.  Now, in reality, I’ll always have a question or an idea that I want us to explore, but I love when classes ask their own questions, and then as a group set out trying to find an answer.   Because I think discussion is essential, a part of your grade will be based on your participation in our class.  In determining this grade, I consider not only how much you talk, but also the thoughtfulness of your comments, your attentiveness, your contribution to group activities, your behavior, and your preparation.  See the rubric.

Global  Citizenship Class Rubric
	Honors
	 
	Just Begins
	Approaches
	Meets
	Exceeds

	C1 & 2
	Just begins
	Approaches
	Meets
	Exceeds
	 

	How you behave
	Sometimes needs to be reminded to get materials ready

Mostly takes notes in class

 
	Usually has materials out and ready at start of class

Usually takes notes in class

When given the option, always works with the same few people
	Always has materials out and ready at start of class

Always takes notes in class

At times, works with a variety of people to work with during class
	Always has materials out and ready at start of class

Actively takes notes in class—these notes include both what is on the board and what the teacher says

Actively seeks out a variety of people to work with during class
	Always has materials out and ready at start of class

Actively takes notes in class—these notes include what is on the board & what teacher & peers say

Actively seeks out a variety of people to work with during class

	How you listen
	Sometimes not listening
	Usually listens to teacher; may not always listen to peers
	Regularly listens to peers and teacher
	Always listens to peers and teachers
	Not only listens, but exhibits “active listening” that encourages discussion

	How you speak
	Sporadic participation at best
	Participates somewhat regularly but rarely in ways that further discussion.  (May repeat answers already given, or pull discussion back to an earlier point.)
	Participates regularly and takes some risks

May or may not incorporate/ address peers
	Participation is regular and

advances discussion by asking real questions, breaking down key ideas, and/or synthesizing various perspectives
	Participation consistently

advances discussion by asking real questions, breaking down key ideas, and/or synthesizing various perspectives

	How you collaborate
	Inhibits the collaboration of the group. 
	Collaborates in a respectful manner, participates as needed. Mostly completes tasks when assigned by group members.
	Collaborates in a respectful manner, encourages others to participate and may have a sense of one’s own impact on the community. Mostly follows. Completes tasks when assigned by group members.
	Collaborates consistently in a respectful manner, encourages others to participate and reflects on one’s own impact on the community. Knows when to lead and follow. Completes tasks when assigned by group members.
	Collaborates consistently in a respectful manner, helps others participate by sharing knowledge expertise. Reflects on one’s own impact on the community. Knows when to lead and follow. Encourages others to complete tasks through clarification or communication


Essay Rubric

	
	Exceeds
	Meets
	Approaches 
	JB

	Intro


	Compelling title and a hook (+author, title, thesis)
	Attempts a compelling title and a hook  (author, title, thesis)
	Has author, title, a thesis
	

	Thesis


	Clear, focused & insightful—most readers would not notice this
	Clear and focused
	Not quite clear OR not quite focused enough
	

	Body paragraphs
	Clear and focused topic sentences; concluding sentences that pull the paragraph together; deliberate, effective organization
	Clear and focused topic sentences; concluding sentences that pull the paragraph together; effective organization
	Mostly clear topic sentences; many concluding sentences; somewhat effective organization
	

	Evidence
	Specific and on point; high quality choices; a wide variety of “sources”; integrated smoothly; persuasively explained
	Specific and on point; some high quality choices; some variety of “sources”; integrated effectively; explained
	Mostly on point; some variety of “sources”; usually integrated effectively; explained
	

	Conclusion
	Pulls the paper together and answers the so what question powerfully; provokes thought in the reader
	Pulls the paper together and attempts to address the so what question
	Pulls the paper together: restates thesis and key evidence
	

	Language
	Clear, correct, varied, deliberate use of sentences for rhetorical effect; virtually no mechanical errors
	Almost all clear, correct, & varied; a few mechanical errors
	Largely clear and correct; somewhat varied; occasional mechanical errors  
	


