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1. Choose your word


When choosing, pick a word that you’ve always heard at home, wondered about, seen in the news, thought was at the heart of politics or religion or economics, etc.  TAKE SOME TIME TO THINK ABOUT THIS, AS IT WILL BE THE CENTRAL PART OF THIS PROJECT.  Make it an IDEA that has changed the world and the way people live in the world.  For example, you could choose the word “power.”


Check with classmates.  Does anyone want to consider a similar word?  Can you band together?


2.  Reflect 


What do your personal experiences teach you about this word?  What is a specific moment or experience that has significantly impacted your understadning of this word?


What books, plays, poems, essays or other texts have we read that help you consider how other people have grappled with this word in tha past?  How do these texts shape or refine your personal experience with this word?


3.  
Read more.


Your final paper must incorporate...


One novel/major text that we read in this class
A second source that provides a "global" perspective
A third major text (a book), fiction or nonfiction.
Honors must use a fourth major text.
4.  
Go Global
Find someone (or some group) from a different background and ask him/her/them about this word and how it shapeshis/her world.  Take notes.  Keep a record.  If you talk to one person, try to get a concrete story that you can place next to your own story.  If you talk to many people, take really good notes so you can do an analysis of what they said. 
Read more than the minimum.  It will make the paper easier.






1.  Draft a (hypo)thesis question


What is the big question of your paper?  What are the subquestions that you need to answer in order to get at the big question?  (Be smart about it:  Consider where your earlier reading and reflection has lead you.)


What are young adults most afraid of?


2.  Organize   


What is the clearest order to discuss these questions?  Which can you skip or combine?  


3.  Write (using specific examples)


You must include examples from...


For example, pretend that your word is "fear"...


How much does fear really control the choices of typical high school students?


How often do these fears interfere with our lives?


What is the difference between healthy and unhealthy fear?


etc.


Which examples from your reading and research help you answer the questions you have asked?


Four Texts


Two "Experiences"


Your own personal experience


A major text we read together as a class


A text that adds a global perspective


A third text that only you read (this is true even if you are working with a group)


HONORS: a fourth text 


An interview or experience with someone outside of your culture


4.  The Final Checklist


I have used all of the required sources (see #3)


I have included a bibliography of all works I used and followed MLA form


I have written 5-6 pages (6-8 for honors) 


I have a really interesting introduction


I have transitions that work


I have a thoughtful conclusion
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