Your Friend, The Semicolon

1.  Use a semicolon between two closely related independent clauses (a.k.a. sentences) not already joined by a conjunction.

Ex: Injustice is relatively easy to put up with; justice can sting.
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2.  Use a semicolon between two independent clauses linked with a transitional expression (usually referred to as “conjunctive adverbs”). 

Ex:  I learned all the rules and regulations; however, I never really mastered the game.

**Some transitional words and phrases:  accordingly, also, anyway, after all, besides, certainly, consequently, finally, furthermore, however, hence, for example, nonetheless, similarly, then, for instance, even so, in fact, in addition, in other words, indeed, instead
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3.  Use semicolons between items in a series containing internal punctuation (when just using commas isn’t enough to separate ideas clearly).
Ex:  Classic science fiction sagas are Star Trek, with Mr. Spock and Captain Kirk; Battlestar Gallactica, with its Cylon Raiders; and Star Wars, with Luke, Darth Vader and Yoda.
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Directions:  If necessary, add commas, periods and semicolons to the following sentences.  If nothing in the sentence needs to be changed, then leave the sentence alone.

1.  Most singers gain fame via hard work Evita on the other hand found other ways.

2.  Our car broke down near Tulsa consequently we stayed the night in a hotel.

3.  A German company has designed a sailing vessel with sails like Venetian blinds without ever climbing the mast the crew could control the sails by means of a computer within the ship.

4.  This car cannot be repaired it must be completely rebuilt.

5.  Some planets have a kind of personality there is Venus, the beautiful Evening Star warlike Mars, the red planet with its mythical canals and spectacular Saturn owner of marvelous rings.

6.  He was incredibly late for the meeting that he was leading however he was in no hurry at all.

7.  When I awoke, I wrote down the time I thought it was then I looked at the time on the clock to see if I was correct.

8.  Dogs are friendly but rather stupid cats are mean but quite clever

9.  You might believe that your little brother is perfectly harmless indeed if it weren’t for his teeth, you’d be right.

10.  If however you leave the puppy unattended, he will undoubtedly chew up the room.  

11.  He doesn’t mean any harm after all he’s just a puppy.
